River Parishes Convention, Tourist, and Visitors Commission
Commission Meeting |August 20, 2026 | Official Minutes

The River Parishes Convention, Tourist, and Visitors Commission Board of Directors met on
Thursday, August 20, 2026, at the Port of South Louisiana Board Room, 1720 Highway 44,
Reserve, Louisiana 70084.

Call To Order
The meeting was called to order by the Board Chair, Garrett Monti at 5:00PM.

Roll Call

Willma Harvey called the roll as follows:
Board Member Committee Member Attendance
Garrett Monti Board Chair Present
Camella Landry Board Vice Chair Present
Noble Benoit Board Secretary-Treasurer Present
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Present
Duane Foret Commissioner Present
Elizabeth Joseph Commissioner Present
Terrence Jones Commissioner Absent
Bradley Poche Commissioner Absent
Kelly Lee Tomeny Commissioner Absent

Staff Present

Willma Harvey

Others Present

Josepp Dunn — Laura Plantation: Louisiana’s Creole Heritage Site

Warren Bosco — St. John the Baptist Council

Tracy Smith — Destrehan Plantation

Laren Brisendine — Houma, Louisiana, Chamber of Commerce

Craig Howat, St. Charles Parish School System — Hotel, Restaurant, & Tourism

Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance
All in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance and the Lord’s Prayer.

Public Comment
Board Chair Garrett Monti opened the floor for public comment. No public comments were
received.

Approval of Agenda

Commissioner Bonnie Dinvaut moved to approve the August 20, 2026, Board Meeting Agenda.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Noble Benoit, and Board Chair Garrett Monti called
the question with the following votes:

Board Member Committee Member Attendance
Garrett Monti Board Chair Present
Camella Landry Board Vice Chair Present
Noble Benoit Board Secretary-Treasurer Present
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Present
Duane Foret Commissioner Present
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Elizabeth Joseph Commissioner Present
Terrence Jones Commissioner Absent
Bradley Poche Commissioner Absent
Kelly Lee Tomeny Commissioner Absent

The motion having been duly made and seconded, and having received a favorable vote of the
Board, Board Chair Garrett Monti declared the motion adopted on August 20, 2026.

Approval of Commission Meeting Minutes

Commissioner Noble Benoit moved to approve the minutes of the May 28, 2026, Budget
Committee Meeting and the minutes of the May 28, 2026, Regular Board Meeting. The motion
was seconded by Vice Chair Camella Landry, and Board Chair Garrett Monti called the question
with the following votes:

Board Member Committee Member Attendance
Garrett Monti Board Chair Present
Camella Landry Board Vice Chair Present
Noble Benoit Board Secretary-Treasurer Present
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Present
Duane Foret Commissioner Present
Elizabeth Joseph Commissioner Present
Terrence Jones Commissioner Absent
Bradley Poche Commissioner Absent
Kelly Lee Tomeny Commissioner Absent

The motion having been duly made and seconded, and having received a favorable vote of the
Board, Board Chair Garrett Monti declared the motion adopted on August 20, 2026.

Financials

Board Chair Garrett Monti reported that the May 2026 financials were not complete and
requested a motion to defer review of the financials until the next Board meeting. Commissioner
Elizabeth Joseph moved to defer the review of the May 2026 financials until the next Board
meeting. Commissioner Noble Benoit seconded the motion, and Board Chair Garrett Monti
called the question with the following votes:

Board Member Committee Member Attendance
Garrett Monti Board Chair Present
Camella Landry Board Vice Chair Present
Noble Benoit Board Secretary-Treasurer Present
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Present
Duane Foret Commissioner Present
Elizabeth Joseph Commissioner Present
Terrence Jones Commissioner Absent
Bradley Poche Commissioner Absent
Kelly Lee Tomeny Commissioner Absent

The motion having been duly made and seconded, and having received a favorable vote of the

Board, Board Chair Garrett Monti declared the motion adopted on August 20, 2026.
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Approvals

Resolution 2026-09 — 2025-2026 Final Budget Amendment

Board Chair Garrett Monti requested a motion to defer the 2025-2026 Final Budget Amendment.
Commissioner Camella Landry moved to defer the 2025-2026 Final Budget Amendment. The
motion was seconded by Commissioner Bonnie Dinvaut, and Board Chair Garrett Monti called
the question with the following votes:

Board Member Committee Member Attendance
Garrett Monti Board Chair Present
Camella Landry Board Vice Chair Present
Noble Benoit Board Secretary-Treasurer Present
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Present
Duane Foret Commissioner Present
Elizabeth Joseph Commissioner Present
Terrence Jones Commissioner Absent
Bradley Poche Commissioner Absent
Kelly Lee Tomeny Commissioner Absent

The motion having been duly made and seconded, and having received a favorable vote of the
Board, Board Chair Garrett Monti declared the motion adopted on August 20, 2026.

Resolution 2026-10 — 2026/2027 Annual Budget

Commissioner Elizabeth Joseph moved to approve the 2025/2027 Annual Budget. The motion
was seconded by Commissioner Noble Benoit, and Board Chair Garrett Monti called the
question with the following votes:

Board Member Committee Member Attendance
Garrett Monti Board Chair Present
Camella Landry Board Vice Chair Present
Noble Benoit Board Secretary-Treasurer Present
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Present
Duane Foret Commissioner Present
Elizabeth Joseph Commissioner Present
Terrence Jones Commissioner Absent
Bradley Poche Commissioner Absent
Kelly Lee Tomeny Commissioner Absent

The motion having been duly made and seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Board,
Board Chair Garrett Monti declared the motion adopted on August 20, 2026.

Resolution 2026-11 — L ouisiana Office of Tourism Cooperative Marketing Program (CMP)
FY?2027

Commissioner Bonnie Dinvaut moved to authorize participation in the FY 2027 Louisiana Office
of Tourism Cooperative Marketing Program (CMP), which provides $10,000.00 in cooperative
marketing funds. Commissioner Noble Benoit seconded the motion, and Board Chair Garrett
Monti called the question with the following votes:
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Board Member Committee Member Attendance
Garrett Monti Board Chair Present
Camella Landry Board Vice Chair Present
Noble Benoit Board Secretary-Treasurer Present
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Present
Duane Foret Commissioner Present
Elizabeth Joseph Commissioner Present
Terrence Jones Commissioner Absent
Bradley Poche Commissioner Absent
Kelly Lee Tomeny Commissioner Absent

The motion having been duly made and seconded, and having received a favorable vote of the
Board, Board Chair Garrett Monti declared the motion adopted on August 20, 2026.

Professional Services Agreement Between the River Parishes Convention, Tourist, and Visitors

Commission and King Kat USA, LLC

Commissioner Camella Landry moved to authorize the Board Chair to execute a Professional
Services Agreement between the River Parishes Convention, Tourist, and Visitors Commission
and King Kat USA, LLC for the 2026 King Kat Tournament Trail. Commissioner Duane Foret
seconded the motion. Discussion regarding the tournament included the following:

o The new Professional Services Agreement supersedes the previous sponsorship

agreement.

e The agreement provides clearer deliverables and greater emphasis on branding and data
collection to measure economic impact.
e The Board discussed the importance of obtaining post-event data, including hotel stays
and restaurant visits, to evaluate the economic impact and support consideration of future

funding.

« Benefits of the tournament discussed included media exposure, videos receiving a high

volume of social media views, return visits to the region throughout the year, and positive
exposure for Louisiana’s River Parishes.

Board Chair Garrett Monti called the question with the following votes:

Board Member Committee Member Attendance
Garrett Monti Board Chair Present
Camella Landry Board Vice Chair Present
Noble Benoit Board Secretary-Treasurer Present
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Present
Duane Foret Commissioner Present
Elizabeth Joseph Commissioner Present
Terrence Jones Commissioner Absent
Bradley Poche Commissioner Absent
Kelly Lee Tomeny Commissioner Absent
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The motion having been duly made and seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Board,
Board Chair Garrett Monti declared the motion adopted on August 20, 2026.

Executive Director Interviews & Selection

The Board conducted interviews for the Executive Director position. The following candidates
were interviewed:

o Lauren Brizendine
o Craig Howat

Each candidate was provided an opportunity to discuss their qualifications, experience, and
vision for the River Parishes Convention, Tourist, and Visitors Commission and to respond to
questions from the Board.

Following the interviews of the candidates for the Executive Director position, Commissioner
Noble Benoit moved to select Craig Howat as Executive Director of the River Parishes
Convention, Tourist, and Visitors Commission. Commissioner Duane Foret seconded the
motion, and Board Chair Garrett Monti called the question with the following votes:

Board Member Committee Member Attendance
Garrett Monti Board Chair Present
Camella Landry Board Vice Chair Present
Noble Benoit Board Secretary-Treasurer Present
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Present
Duane Foret Commissioner Present
Elizabeth Joseph Commissioner Present
Terrence Jones Commissioner Absent
Bradley Poche Commissioner Absent
Kelly Lee Tomeny Commissioner Absent

The motion having been duly made and seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Board,
Board Chair Garrett Monti declared the motion adopted on August 20, 2026.

Presentations, Updates, and Reports

Willma Harvey, Director of Sales & Business Development, presented her report to the Board.
Highlights included:

« Represented the Commission at several key tourism and industry events, including the
Louisiana Attractions Symposium, Society of Government Meeting Professionals
(SGMP) National Education Conference, Mid-South Women in Tourism Baton Rouge
Chapter Meeting, Southeast USA Spotlight, National Association of Japan-America
Societies Annual Meeting, and Destinations International Annual Convention.

o Hosted delegates attending the National Association of Japan-America Societies Annual
Meeting for a familiarization tour of Louisiana’s River Parishes and hosted the
Commission’s second-quarter Marketing Partners Luncheon.
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e Reported that the Commission is preparing for its first annual Destination Marketing
Accreditation Program (DMAP) recertification and emphasized the importance of
maintaining the Commission’s DMAP accreditation.

Willma Harvey was recognized for her dedication, contributions, and continued commitment to
advancing and promoting tourism throughout Louisiana’s River Parishes.

Next Scheduled Board Meeting

The next scheduled Board Meeting is Thursday, October 15, 2026.

Adjournment

Commissioner Elizabeth Joseph moved to adjourn from the August 20, 2026 Board Meeting.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bonnie Dinvaut, and Board Chair Garrett Monti

called the question with the following votes:

Board Member Committee Member Attendance
Garrett Monti Board Chair Present
Camella Landry Board Vice Chair Present
Noble Benoit Board Secretary-Treasurer Present
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Present
Duane Foret Commissioner Present
Elizabeth Joseph Commissioner Present
Terrence Jones Commissioner Absent
Bradley Poche Commissioner Absent
Kelly Lee Tomeny Commissioner Absent

The motion having been duly made and seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Board,
Board Chair Garrett Monti declared the motion adopted on August 20, 2026.
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