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River Parishes Convention, Tourist, and Visitors Commission  
Regular Meeting | February 19, 2026, | Official Minutes 

 
The River Parishes Convention, Tourist, and Visitors Commission met on Thursday, February 19, 2026, 
at the Port of South Louisiana Board Room, 1720 Highway 44, Reserve, Louisiana 70084. 
 
Call To Order 
Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry called the meeting to order at 5:08 PM. 
 
Roll Call 
Administrative Assistant Julie Variste called the roll with the following results: 
 
Board Member Board Assignment Attendance 
Garrett Monti  Chairman Absent 
Camella Landry Vice-Chairwoman Present 
Noble Benoit Secretary/Treasurer Present 
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Present 
Elizabeth Joseph Vice-Chairwoman Absent 
Terrence Jones Commissioner Absent 
Bradley Poche Commissioner Present 
Tracy Smith Commissioner Present 
Kelly Lee Tomeny Commissioner Absent 

 
A quorum was present. 
 
Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance 
Commissioner Bonnie Dinvaut offered the Prayer, and Commissioner Tracy Smith led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Public Comment - START: 5:09 pm       END: 5:10 pm 
Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry opened the floor for public comment. No public comments were 
received. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Commissioner Tracy Smith moved to approve the February 19, 2026 Agenda 
Secretary/Treasurer Noble Benoit seconded the motion. Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry called the 
question with the following results: 
 
Board Member Board Assignment Voted 
Camella Landry Vice-Chairwoman Yes 
Noble Benoit Secretary/Treasurer Yes 
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Yes 
Bradley Poche Commissioner Yes 
Tracy Smith Commissioner Yes 

 
The motion having been duly made and seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Board, Vice-
Chairwoman Camella Landry declared the motion adopted on February 19, 2026. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
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Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry motioned to accept the December 2025, Contract Committee Special 
Meeting Minutes from December 11, 2025. Secretary/Treasurer Noble Benoit motioned to accept the 
minutes, and Commissioner Tracy Smith seconded the motion. Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry called 
the question with the following results: 
Board Member Board Assignment Voted 
Camella Landry Vice-Chairwoman Yes 
Noble Benoit Secretary/Treasurer Yes 
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Yes 
Bradley Poche Commissioner Yes 
Tracy Smith Commissioner Yes 

 
The motion having been duly made and seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Board, Vice-
Chairwoman Camella Landry declared the motion adopted on February 19, 2026. 
 
Approval of December 16, 2025, Board Retreat Meeting Minutes 
Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry motioned to accept the December 2025 Board Retreat Minutes from 
December 16, 2025, Board Retreat Meeting.  
NOTE:  Commissioner Barry Poche questioned the minutes showing that he was absent for roll call 
on December 16, 2025, and absent from Approval of Current Agenda. Administrative Assistant did 
share with Commissioner Barry Poche that during the roll call and approval of minutes that he was 
not present at that time. Commissioner Barry Poche did arrive a few minutes later and was present 
for the remainder of the Board Retreat. Prior minutes did not have to be amended.  
Commissioner Bonnie Dinvaut motioned to accept the minutes, and Commissioner Tracy Smith seconded 
the motion. Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry called the question with the following results: 
 
Board Member Board Assignment Voted 
Camella Landry Vice-Chairwoman Yes 
Noble Benoit Secretary/Treasurer Yes 
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Yes 
Bradley Poche Commissioner Yes 
Tracy Smith Commissioner Yes 

 
The motion having been duly made and seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Board, Vice-
Chairwoman Camella Landry declared the motion adopted on February 19, 2026.  
 
Approval of December 16, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes 
Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry motioned to accept the December 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes 
from December 16, 2025. Commissioner Tracy Smith motioned to accept the minutes, and Commissioner 
Bonnie Dinvaut seconded the motion. Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry called the question with the 
following results: 
 
Board Member Board Assignment Voted 
Camella Landry Vice-Chairwoman Yes 
Noble Benoit Secretary/Treasurer Yes 
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Yes 
Bradley Poche Commissioner Yes 
Tracy Smith Commissioner Yes 

 
The motion having been duly made and seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Board, Vice-
Chairwoman Camella Landry declared the motion adopted on February 19, 2026.  
 
Acknowledgement of Guest 
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Executive Director Denise Burrell and Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry acknowledged Councilman 
Warren Boscoe of St. John Parish attendance at meeting.  
 
 
Financials 
December 2025 Financials 
Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry motioned to approve the December 2025 Monthly Financials. 
Commissioner Tracy Smith motioned to accept the December 2025 Financials and Commissioner Bonnie 
Dinvaut seconded the motion. Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry called the question with the following 
results: 
 
Board Member Board Assignment Voted 
Camella Landry Vice-Chairwoman Yes 
Noble Benoit Secretary/Treasurer Yes 
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Yes 
Bradley Poche Commissioner Yes 
Tracy Smith Commissioner Yes 

 
The motion having been duly made and seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Board, 
Chairwoman Camella Landry declared the motion adopted on February 19, 2026. 
 
January 2026 Financials 
Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry motioned to approve the January 2026 Monthly Financials. 
Commissioner Bonnie Dinvaut motioned to accept the January 2026 Financials and Commissioner Noble 
Benoit seconded the motion. Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry called the question with the following 
results: 
 
Board Member Board Assignment Voted 
Camella Landry Vice-Chairwoman Yes 
Noble Benoit Secretary/Treasurer Yes 
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Yes 
Bradley Poche Commissioner Yes 
Tracy Smith Commissioner Yes 

 
The motion having been duly made and seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Board, 
Chairwoman Camella Landry declared the motion adopted on February 19, 2026. 
 
Audit Presentation 
Auditor Martin Pellegrin CPA’s PC reviewed and discussed the 2025 Audit Report with the Board of 
Commissioners. Each Commissioner received a copy of the audit in their binders. Mr. Pellegrin first 
shared who he was and what services his company provides  He shared what the requirements of the state 
for government entities.  

- Mandatory annual audits. 
- Audits are to be prepared by agencies with unmodified opinions. 
- The accounting processes. 
- The non-compliance aspect of the audit. 

Highlights from Audit: 
- Very clean audit.  
- Revenue increased while liabilities decreased. 
- He shared that the staff is doing an excellent job. Vice-Chairwoman expressed her favor for such 

an impressive report. 
Suggestion: 
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- Mr. Pellegrin had one recommendation: 
Action Item:  Post The Sexual Harassment Policy on the website. 

 
Approvals 
Resolution 2026-01 Southeast Louisiana Gumbo 2026 Annual Participation 
A resolution approving the Southeast Louisiana Gumbo 2026 Annual Participation to participate in 
cooperative marketing efforts with Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Livingston, Pointe Coupee, St. Helena, 
Tangipahoa, Washington, West Baton Rouge, and West Feliciana Parishes.  
 
Commissioner Bonnie Dinvaut asked Executive Director to elaborate on the RPTC involvement with the 
Gumbo Group.  

- RPTC has an ongoing relationship with the Gumbo Group and has had for several years. 
- Executive Denise Burrell shared that she will be attending the 2026 Sportsman Show that will be 

held in Jackson, Mississippi from Friday, February 19 – 21, 2026. She will be attending on 
Saturday, 2/21 and Sunday, 2/22. 

  
Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry motioned to approve the 2026-01 Resolution. Commissioner Tracy 
Smith motioned to accept the 2026-01 Southeast Louisiana Gumbo 2026 Annual Participation and 
Commissioner Noble Benoit seconded the motion. Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry called the question 
with the following results: 
 
Board Member Board Assignment Voted 
Camella Landry Vice-Chairwoman Yes 
Noble Benoit Secretary/Treasurer Yes 
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Yes 
Bradley Poche Commissioner Yes 
Tracy Smith Commissioner Yes 

 
The motion having been duly made and seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Board, 
Chairwoman Camella Landry declared the motion adopted on February 19, 2026. 
 
Executive Director’s Report  
Operations: 
Executive Director Denise Burrell shared that Thursday, February 19, 2026, was Destination Professions 
Day, A Partner Shout Out thanking Marketing Partners with the RPTC that Power Tourism. Partners: 
Hospitality Heroes, Attractions Experiences, Culinary Cultural Partners Tour, Travel, Group Services, 
Libraries, Parish Governments and Film Makers. “It Takes a Community to Welcome the World.” 
 
Executive Director Denise Burrell shared that Dayna James of United Front Transportation was chosen to 
attend the Louisiana Travel Leadership Academy which was sponsored by RPTC. Ms. James was given 
the platform to share her experiences. 
 
Dayna James of United Front Transportation highlights from participating in the program: 

- Thanked RPTC for the opportunity to attend and especially thanked Executive Director Denise 
Burrell for her unwavering support. She shared that she was able to learn so much in regard to 
Marketing strategies for the Tri-Parishes.  

 
Sponsored Community Events by River Parises Tourist Commission : 

- Mrs. James shared events from the Christmas on Main Street, which was sponsored by RTPC. 
The event was attended by over 3,000 community members including parish officials. Over 60+ 
vendors participated. The District’s Attorney office distributed coats, local dance teams 
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performed, and Toys for Tots distributed toys. Christmas on Main Street is held every 3rd 
Saturday of December.  

- Mrs. James gave a “SHOUT OUT” to Executive Denise Burrell for her participation in the event.  
 
 
 
Future Events: 

- Mrs. James shared that she and other community members are working to host a St. John 
Hertiage and Civil Rights tour for the Tri-Parishes. A Mock Tour will be held in March, and the 
Board of Commissioners was given an invitation to participate in the planning. A date has not yet 
been scheduled for the mock tour, but the RPTC will be advised of date.  

 
Executive Director shared that Theron Oubre; a licensed tour guide has been chosen to attend the 
Louisiana Travel Leadership RPTC Academy for the 2026-2027 session. 
 
American Cruise Lines – Executive Director Denise Burrell shared the passing of one of the employees 
of ACL. She read a press release from ACL sharing the passing of its employee Frank Klipsch.  
 
Louisiana Steam Train Association – Executive Director Denise Burrell handed out an invitation to 
each Board of Commissioner to an event being held by LSTA on Friday, February 20, 2026, as a 
fundraiser for the Garyville Timber mill.  
 
Sales Reports: 
Director of Sales, Willma Harvey and Commissioner Tracy Smith shared details of the upcoming 
Southern Travelers Explore Conference which will be held from February 26, 2026, through March 1, 
2026. Each Commissioner received a detailed summary of what to expect from the conference. 
Commissioner Tracy Smith recognized Willma as being a great organizer of the event. 
 
Sister Cities International Partnership Opportunity – item moved to the April 2026 Regular Board 
meeting for discussion. 
 
Community Engagements/Events 
Visit www.LARiverParishes.com/ourevents 
 
Chairwoman’s Report 
Chairwoman Camella Landry announced the next Budget Committee Special Meeting  is April 16, 2026, 
@ 4:00 p.m. and the next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for April 16, 2026, @ 5:00 p.m. 
 
Vice-Chairwoman Camella Landry motioned to adjourn meeting. Commissioner Bonnie Dinvaut 
motioned to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Bradley Poche seconded the motion. Vice-
Chairwoman Camella Landry called the question with the following results: 
 
Board Member Board Assignment Voted 
Camella Landry Vice-Chairwoman Yes 
Noble Benoit Secretary/Treasurer Yes 
Bonnie Dinvaut Commissioner Yes 
Bradley Poche Commissioner Yes 
Tracy Smith Commissioner Yes 

 
The motion having been duly made and seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Board, 
Chairwoman Camella Landry declared the motion adopted on February 19, 2026. 
 

http://www.lariverparishes.com/ourevents

